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Bedford 
Region a1 
Medical 
Center 

2900 W 16th Suwt 
RedforQ IN 47421 

(81 2) 275-1 200 
(800) 755-3736 

VCClarlan Health - 
A p d  26,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., :Suite 110 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

Dear FCC Secretary Dortch: 

I am sending this letter on behalf of Bedford Regional Medical Center, Bedford, IN, to endorse 
the Indiana Health Network &aut that is being submitted through the Indiana Rual Health 
Association and partner organhitions to develop an FCC Rural Health Pilot Program in our 

-State. We believe that the Indiana I-Iealth Network will provide an opportunity for much needed 
deveIopment ofresources and in,liastrucluie to improve the capabilities of rural communities to 
better provide healthcare programs and services throughout our State. 

Bedford Regional Medical Center :is a general acute care hospital that provides a variety of. 
services to patients in Lawrence County, Martin County, Orange County and other communities 
in south central Indiana. We are a critical access hospital under the Medicare program 
guideIines. The potential developrnent of improved access to telecommunications infrastructure 
for our community could have significant value to better meet the healthcare needs of our multi- 
county service area. We are particularly interested in developing the resources LO collaborate 
with larger tertiary care institutiont; in Bloomington and Indianapolis, IN, as well as 
organizations providing healthcare data resources throughout other parts of Indiana and OUT 
nation. This progam creates the potential for us to begin these developments. 

We have a strong established relationship working with the Indiana Rural Health Association in 
other programmatic initiatives that have provided good value to our community. We are very 
committed to supporting this prqject through our participation and involvement with whatever 
means we have available, and hope: that the FCC will provide the finding resources to our State 
that gets this project on the move. 

We thank you very much for yow consideration of this application. 

Sincerely, o& 
Bradford W. Dykes 
President & CEO 
812-275-1390 

BWD:ke 
cc: Indiana Rural Health Association 

lmpraving Lives with High Quality, Compassionate Care 
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Blackford Community Hospital 

A p d  27.2007 

This l d t a  is i n t d e d  8s m indication oFBk!dd C!mmuniv Hospital's s t q m  of !he h&ma 
Meaith N&&s (Ndwork cunmtlybeing planned) reyxnlw: to the Fedeal Cmiunicntion 

Blackford Communltg Hospital is a Critical Access Hospital l m t e d  in Hartbnl City, Indiana 
The Hospitul is committed to the impmvrmol ofthe health and well-being oftho residents of 
Blackford County w d  iks' smunding  commuoitim. The Hnspltai's conlmitment to its 
mission will be strenglhmed Ulm@ wllabhoration with other licalthm pmviden. ' l l ~  
piamal Indium H d t h  hlelwork will be bendicial to hiditma% nml halthare Imviden: s?d 
d nsidents bwuss- the network will pnwide improved accoss to Inoa&mid snvices und 
will provide improvwl facility conneclixity. This improved mnnectivity u'ill enhance local 
accem to qusliryhrultholn: m i c e s .  

BlackFord Conununity llospital i s  alrwly m~mectrd to a nwby tmiary hmpikl, Ball 
Memorial Hospital, #\rough two T-I lincs and a DXL linc. llie '1.1 lines mi thz DXI. line in 
USE :LK dwdy n m n g  capacity. In the Future, as thc Hospital a q u i m  new radiology 
equipment. thc demand t . ~ r  additional, imnpmved, wluiectivity to other healthme institutions 
r\ill becoine even mare qporent. In addition, to oti~w telmedi&ne oppn-twitim will 
develop in the future. As tlu: opportoUtic+ develop, !he nml fir irnprwed cnnncctivity will 
b m r  wen nion appiuent. 

Blackford Conununity tl,xpitnl is cnnmitted to psrticipatioo in he lndinua Health Network. 
Thc Hospitnl anticipates wtuioeting to thc Network, implcmenthg nniUor inwoving tdr- 
health applidons, anti participation in Ute Nnuwk's advisory bard and wor!&ig 
wmmiitces. The Hospital nlso anticipates wntihuting to !he Nmork h u & h  a ino~ithly 
participation fer. A monthly participation fie should help ensure the ruvlainahility of this 
IUmor!~ In addition, Olrckfnrd Community Ilospital is willing to lend its' stdT expertise to 
the development oftho Nclwork's activities. 

commission's Rlwl  Hcnlthcare P*lOtROgIal". 

4714x.  Phunc. (765) 348 0100 
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looming~on y*y 
.e.,.*. 

Hospital of 
Orange County 

April 24,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
ORice of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commissiori 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suit,: 1'10 
Washington, DC ZOO02 

Dear Secretary Dortch, 

This letter is in reierence to the Indiafi'w h'ealrh Network, a network that iS being planned in response to the Federal 
Comniunica#ons Commission's Rural Health Care Pilot Program, and I.m writing to express the wmmihnent and support of 
Bioomington Hospital of Orange Courily (BHDC) in Paoli, indiane lo  this pro jd.  

BHOC is a 25 bed Critical Access Ho:;pitsl located in rural Paoli. Indiana. The commitment 01 h e  hospital to improving the 
health and well-being of residents in tlie local community is formidable and will be strengmened through collaboration with 
other health care providers throughout the State of Indiana. It is anlicipated thal the lndiwnw Heanh Network will prove 
beneficial to Indiana's rural health cars pioviders and uhimataly rural paBents through improved access to broadband and 
connectivity that wiii enable increased uli!uation of lelehealth applications. 

Through the implementation of the Indam Hewflh Nefwork, BHOC anticipam being able to expand its ability to access and 
give other providers of heaimcare. suss!; to electronic health rewrds of patients. including ER records, inpaflent records, 
and various testing resuits, including iadiology images through our PACS and labomtry results lhrough our lab system. in 
addition. we would hope to make it possible for visiting Specialisb to access their o fke  EMR's from ourvisiting Specialty 
Clinic, giving them access to the patienfs fuii health informa8on during their visit with me patient in this rural seuing. 

Given the pravmusly listed benefits BHOC is committed to participation in the network. Speufically, the hospital anticipates 
1) connecting to the network; 2) implementing andlor improving telehealth applications including as mentwned above: and 
3) participation in nehvork advisory board and working wmmiilees as deemed appropriate 

The benefits of the Indiana Heenh Ne,mNo*are numerous and would prove very beneficial to BHOC. Accordingly, BHOC 
anticipates contributing to he netwolk, via cuslomary monthly fees, which Wll aid in the suslainability ofthis endeavor. in 
addition, BHOC will lend the expertise of its staff as needed to aid in the successful implementation of network activiiies. 

Realizing the potential impact upon heal01 care providers and residents throughout the State of Indiana, particularly those in 
rural Indiana. your Sincere consideration regarding funding for the Indiana Heallh Network is greatly appreciated. 

If you should have any questions regxding this matler please feel free to contact me at 812 723-7410 orvk 
Fm?il at gperry@blwmingtonhospilai.or!]. l '  Snicerely. ,' 

i. Gene P e r r y 3  ";Y " 
CEO 

f'y-l.&& 

. .  
' i icoir i ' r icjron Hospi t i i  of Orange 

P.0  f i , ~  ,!?9, Piioii. ;N 4i.ll-~-l14c;9 I) 812.723 
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Comrniuni t y 
Hospital of Bremen 

UJR I A N I I Y  C A I l I l i b  fu'l Y O U R S  
April ?7.2007 

ivlmlenc I<. Donch. Secretary 
Oflice of thc Secrctmy 
Federal Comrnluiicationr Commission 
236 Mmsochuaetts Avenue, NE, Suite I I O  
Washingion. 1x3 ?.on02 

Deai Secretmy Dortch, 

'lhis letter regards the Indiana Ife<ilth Nerwoork which is being planned in response to <he Federal 
Communications Commission's Rural Hedth Care Pilot Program, and the commitment of the 
Community Hospital of Bremen (CITR) to this project. 

CHB i s  n Critical Access Hospital in m a l  Bremen. Indiana. Our mission of addressing the Imulthcare 
needs of our community will lx mlmiced hy connectivity with other piwidem rlmughout the state. 
With the increasing imponarc: 01 telchcnlth applications, particularly to m a l  providers, improved 
access 10 true broadband connectCrity will provido subst.mtial benefit Io  o w  hospital, and irltimntely to 
thr commonily we sen% 

The Indionrr Heollh Nehvork would improve on CHB'Y cumnt  'TI connections in our radialogy 
department as well 8s allow us 10 ;&e advantage of additional tclchcalth applications, continuing 
medical education, video coofrrercing and health infornmIion exchange. 

Commonity llorpital ofRiemen ~ h n a  to participate i n  the network. Spccificdly, the hospital 
anticipales: 

I) coimccting to thc network 
2) implcmcnling xndor improving trlehealth applications 
3) participating in a net 

Given the obvioiis benefits to ci'w braline: mission, CHI3 would hi. willing to canvihrrtc to the nelwork 
thrnugh customary monthly Cws; $urd will lend the ~xpcrtist of its staff as needed lo aid in the rucccssfi 
implemmttation of network actwities. 

Your cixnidzration regarding tiinding iix the I n h n a  Neallh Network i s  grcatly appreciated 

IF you should have any qucslions segurdiig this matter please feel free I o  contact me at (574) 546-8009 
or via e-mail at ~ ~ ~ v h i l ~ ~ l r r c n , e ~ h ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  

Sincerely, 
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I Apiil 27. 2007 Ilecatur County 
Memorial I-Iospiral 
T k  9111111y C,ln;"cmWl,,t, ci ,",, is, 
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Dukes Memorial1 @ Hospital 
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ut8iilalion of irleheillh appticatio< 

Through the implementation oftha tnd;%na HesIt11 Nslwok Good S B i m t i l m  HoEpitai antiipales a decrease in the 
lime needed 10 transfer radiology inisges thereby redik3nng the number Of deaths and di%!bility from stmke and othm 
inlwiee~. utilization 01 additional Wemedicine applicalionh thereby iocmastng amss to spcclally hmlth care servrce8 
for ruiai resident and decreasirijj tirite arid coyis a61oCIated will7 timet oUlenvi9~ required to a m i s  UWSB services. 

Given the preuiously listed beneflla. Good Samaritan Hospitsl IS commitledto pallkipation in the netwar*. 
Speahcalty the hospital anticipsrtss 11 connadng 10 the n e m a :  2) implemeimg sndlor impmumg tetehealth 
applicaationr: and 3) paniupatiori in nehvotk advisory board and working cornmiltees 85 deemed appqr ia le.  

Reatimlg the Poleltial ImPaCL w o n  health care pmvidem and residents throughout the Stele of Indiana. Pallic~lady 
thore 3" nlRl indiana, yoili LimlTe manrideration reyarding funding lor llle hldiam Health NelwolX is greatly 
apprecla1ed. 

Improving the healthcare of your community one patient at a time! - 
520 Sovth S,evei?th St. Vincenner, lhdiana 47591 . ww.gshvin.aig~ 812.882-5220 
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Liiiloii IN 47441 
812-847-521? 

&ewe County < i m d  IIo:$pital is en scuteigeneral care Critical Access Ihspital located in 
Linton. IN. which i s  in tlic :,out.hwest region ollndiaun. 'The Ilospitafs priunaay xwicc m%a is 
all ofGreene County. incluling rural conmtuiiities of Lintan, Bloomfield, Ja?oJlvillc, 
Worthitipton and l,yon% but also saves the rcsidcnts o f  O w a ~  County given thc lac1 that there is 
no hospitd in lhis county. In addition, Grccnc County General Hospital also operates a Rural 
Ilualrh Clinic in Woithington Indiana. 

The hospital pnwides inpatient, outpatient as wcll as horn Iwalth care sewice$ support of 
primary licalth CBE providers in 111~ region d implmientariun o f  various health care prumolion 
piogrirms. l h e  (ircnu c ' o m y  (iertcral Hcspitsl currently inydcnients tclcradiolou. tcle- 

iealth informatim wchmgc and Mcdicnl StatTCharl-link and Order Entry 
1 applications. 
I 
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Brim T. Shochey, MHA. Lw? 
Peaidont & Ceo 
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3173384715 P.&? 

Sf.Vincent H:LAL'IH 

April 19,ZOOI 

Marlene ti, Doftch, Secretary 
MIlce of the Senetary 
Federal Mminunications Commimbn 
236 Massxhuse!tts Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washlnghn, Dc 20WZ 

Dear Secretary ;3ortch, 

t am writing you today in regards to the Indbna ,'&@I N#&, a 
netwwk that is being pianned In response to the Federal Cammunications 
Commlrrion':; Rural Health Care Pilot Prwmm, and the ~mml tment  of 
St. Vincent Piealth to this project. 

We arc a 16 hajpltal delivery system ylannlng over 45 Munties in cenbal 
Indiana. We operate six (6) critical access hospitals and many designated 
rural health i;lln,r;s and other rural based physician offices. We exwrience 
the cheiiengt!s of rural, undersewed m a w  that have limited resMlrces 
and access t13 sirrvices. The feellnp of provlder lsoiatlon 6 real. and the 
need for improved telmmwnicatiims InfrastfuLture throughout Indiana 
is a dramatic, need. St Vincent Health war& very cb& with many 
provlden thro!~ghout the Sate, Including many of Indbna's 35 Critical 
anes hospital sites. There Is a stmng need for improved access to 
bandwldth %I that alternatk systems of care can be developed that 
include expandud bandwldth far idele-radiology, and other new and 
innovative Wi:lemedicine applications. It 15 anticipated that the &E?&@ 
&&&& &will prove beneficial to Indlana's ~ r a l  health care 
providers and ulmately Iura1 patlaits thrcugh improved a- to 
broadband and mnectivlty that will enable increased utllizatiwi of @le.. 
health appllcacjtm 

In addition, !St. Vincent Health has participatw and supported the State of 
Indiana on R.ufiil Health shategy development. lhe Indiana LL Governor, 
In conJunctian vvlth hundreh of business leaders across the State has 
developed a Rural Strategy for Indiana. This plan idenbiRes heamcare 
and telecominunlcation as Ice/ issues throughout the State that must be 
addressed, 'This FCC grant can help Indiana address this urgent need. 

Through the implementation of the .@d- St Vincent 
Heaith anticipates a greater abillly to connect to Internet?, and will a l lw  
our system rural1 hospitals ateess to greater bandwidth a t  more 
competitive iprlces. It will allow us to revisit our telemmmunication 
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business piarts tr~ determine F prater ddencles and lmprwed systems 
of care can be achieved with this techndagy. We already have an array 
of telemedicine ,sewims In me St, Vlncent Tele-health Program portfolio. 
We see this cwppatunlty as a way m fulther develop those capabiillies, 
while impmv ng our services to areas oflnd!ana mat are undersenred, or 
iack access to health care SewiceS. 

Quality indlcaton are often mawred in time to treat Reducing time to 
&at through inproved Radiology services alone wili reduce the number 
OF deaths and disability horn stroke and other Injurles. Utlliratlon Of 
additional te!emedicine appiicatlons will increase a4956 rpedab health 
care sewices for rural reSident.3 and decreasing time and mt.3 ass0dated 
with travel otheiwke required to access these services 

Given the pn?virrusly listed benefib, St. Vincent Health Is committed to 
participation in &e rim and strongly Supports the purpose of the FCC 
Rural Hwlth Care Pilot Pmgram. Specifically, the hospital srstem will 1) 
participate in, the planning and impiementation eftom, 2) partidpub on 
governing boar($ for the 
healthcare pivvlders throughout the SMe of Indiana on telemedidne and 
program start-up, and 4) provide technical e~perNse throughout the 
project as de!termIned necessary to carry aut a S~CCessfuI prom. After 
network structure and funL.ton are estlblshed, St Vlnaent Health will 
evaluate connectivity to all 5h (6) CAH siles Lo d e m l n e  economic 
FeasiLWity veiauj our current (elmmrnunicatian solubm to these remote 
sites. Our orga!nization will continue to w i d e  telecommunications 
consultation and participate in nelwork planning as appropriate. 

Realizing the pcaentlal impact upon heslth care providers and residents 
mwghout the State of Indiana, wrilcularly thwe In rural Indiana, your 
sincere mnsiderallon regarding Fundimg for the Indiana Heath Neh#dis 
greatJy appririnted. 

If you shoutl have any qvestions regarding this matter please feel free to 
wntact M ;it 317-338-7057 if YOU have am/ further need for wmments 
on this 1nitial:ive 

network; 3) will w i d e  consJltBti0n to 

P&-- n Rahman, M.D. 
System Vice Pnrident and Chief Medicai War 
St. Vincent tleaith 
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my-07-2987 a 2¶ 51 U N E W  HEFiTH 
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Marlene H, ilortch, Secretary 
Omce of the Secretary 
Federal Conimunications Commission 
236 Massacliur.eth Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch, 

I am writin(1 you today in regards to the Nidiana Health Network, a 
network that i!; being planned in response to the Federal Communications 
Cnmmissio~-i's Dural Heaith Csre Pilot PrQyem, w d  the cornmitmfnt OF S:. 
Vincent HeaitP to this project. 

We arc a 16 hospital delively system spanning over 45 counties in central 
Indiana. W'e operate six (6) critical access hospitals and many designated 
rural healtt, clinics and other rural based physician OffiCeS. We experience 
the chalIen~3c:; of rural, undeserved markets that have limited resources 
and access to services. The feeling of provider isolation is real, and the 
need for impr83ved telecommunications infrastructure throughout Indiana 
is a dramat:lc ineed. St. Vincent Clay Hospital works very closely with 
many prov'dcrs throughout the State, including many of Indiana's 35 
ciitical access hospital sites lhere is a stmng need for improved access 
to bandwicith so that alternative systems of care can be developed that 
include expanded bandwidth for tele-radiology, and other new and 
innovative telemedicine applications. It is anticipated that the &.&&a? 
- He~lth&!zvC~krkwill prove beneficial to Indiana's rural health care 
providers and ultimately rural patients through improved access to 
broadbanci arid connectivity that will enable increased utilization of @le- 
health applia9tions. 

I n  addition, St. Vincent Clay Hospital has participated and supported the 
State of Indiana on Rural Health Strategy development. The Indiana Lt. 
Governor, in ConlunCtion with hundreds of business leaders across the 
State has developed a Rural Strategy for Indiana. This plan identifies 
healthcare and telecommunication as key Issucs throughout the State that 
must be addressed. This FCC grant can help Indiana address this urgent 
need. 

Through the implementatlon of the ~ ~ H e l l I N , e . ~ . o o , k  St. Vincent 
Health anticipates a greater ability to connect to Internet2, and will allow 
our systein rural hospitals access to greater bandwidth at more 
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compeutive prices. It wil allow us to revisit our telecommunication business plans 
to determine if greater efficiencies and improved systems of care can be achieved 
with this technology. ‘We already have an array of telemedicine services in the St. 
Vincent Teie-health Pmgram portfolio. We see this opportunity as a way to further 
develop those capabilities, while improving our services to areas of Indiana that 
are underserved, or lack access to health care services 

Quality indicators are toften measured in tiine to treat. Reducing time to treat 
through improved Racliology services alone will reduce the number of deaths and 
disability from stroke i l l lc l  other injuries. Utilization of additional teiemedicine 
applications will increase access to speclaity health care services for rural residents 
and decreasing time and costs associated with travel otherwise required to access 
these services. 

Given the previously IistE!d benefits, St. Vincent Clay Hospital is committed to 
participation in the network and strongly supports the purpose of the FCC Rural 
Health Care Pilot Program. Specifically, the hospital system will 1) participate in 
the pianning and implementation efforts, 2) participate on governing boards for 
the new network; 3) wili provide consultation to healthcare providers throughout 
the State of Indiana on ieiemedicine and program start-up, and 4) provide 
technical expertise throLghout the project as determined necessary to carry out a 
successful project AWr network structure and function are established, St. 
Vincent Clay Hospital wiil evaluate connectivity to all six (6) CAH sites to determine 
economic feasibility versus our current telecommunication solutions to these 
remote sites. Our organization will continue to provide telecommunications 
consultation and participate in network planning as appropriate, 

Realizing the potentia iinpact upon health care providers and residents throughout 
the State of Indiana, particularly those in rural Indiana, your sincere consideration 
regarding funding for the Indjana Health Networkis greatly appreciated. 

If you should have any questions regarding this matter piease feel free to contact 
me at 317-338-7057 if you have any further need for comments on this initiative. 

R e uliy m y  
St.Vincent Clay HosFNital 
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